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Miller, J., & Decker, S. H. (2001). Young women and gang violence: Gender, street offending, and violent victimization in gangs. Justice Quarterly, 18(1), 115-140.
Who, what and why and how?

The article was composed by renowned scholars, Jody Miller and Scott Decker both from University of Missouri-St. Louis. The fact that they are university professors shows how reputable this article is in carrying out the research. The main aim of the article is to address the concept of gender in relation to criminals and victims in gang related violence. The fact that these professors come from different genders is an important aspect to consider for it shows that the article is impartial and balanced. The reason for carrying out the study was to see increased attention paid to gang violence in St. Louis and this was carried out through field research. 

Research Question

The article seeks to answer the question what gender has to play with regard to the cases of gang relate violence.  
Hypothesis


The hypothesis was that women had increasingly become involved in gang related violence in St. Louis.
Methodology


The sample data that was used to gather information used for the research came from two sources. One of the sources was the Homicide Division of the state of St. Louis and the other was interviews with 27 female gang members in St. Louis. The research carried out using the female gang members was important for it enabled the researchers to have first hand information relating to the issue of female gang violence. The type of research is deemed primary research and this article has presented this very well. This form of research is important for it gives the readers some form of confidence about the information that they are receiving from the article authors. Having information from the homicide division can be deemed both secondary and primary and this is where primary is determined when officers offer information about the female gang members they have encountered while secondary involves going through the records and comprehending the rate of violence that has taken place in the state over time. Combining both these research strategies was important for the article authors and this is based on the fact that this seeks to give the article some comprehensiveness. 

Findings

The article is well structured and this is given the manner through which information relating to the findings is presented. The fact that the flow of information is well presented starting from the introduction, going through the methodology and later on presenting the findings shows professionalism of the authors. According to the results determined after engaging in the study, it is possible to note that the number of female gang violence in the state was on the rise and this is because of the perception that people have about women and violence. Many people do not believe that women are capable of engaging in violence and this sees to many women engaging in violent acts and even motivating them to become more violent. Another result of the study showed that many of the female gang members focus their attention to females. Female victims are very vulnerable and history has it that they have not been often the intended victims of an attack. However, with the increase of female gang members, it is possible to see the number of female victims increasing. The article has carried out an effective job of even putting some information in tabular form to enable the readers engage in quality review of the work and comprehend the matters better. Through this research, the authors have achieved their objective which is creation of awareness. It is thus possible for people in St. Louis and other environments to take precaution whether they are male or female for crime nowadays is committed by both genders. 
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